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The wording of claim 1 encompasses a plurality of functional features which are not 
linked by a technical relationship. These features are the following: 

• a sealing device, i.e. segment (4 1 ); 

• a breech/barrel union device, i.e. a spherical peg (54); 

• a combined cartridge ignition/ejection device, i.e. igniter/ejector (27) and extractor 
return, i.e. plunger (23); 

• an extractor lifting device, i.e. ramp (59); 

• a loader compartment sequencing device, i.e. stop (103) and slide (101); 

• a device for placing the cartridges in the loader, i.e. bar (106) and pin (lOObis); 

• an anti-detente safety device, i.e. trigger guard (66); 

• a key-actuated locking device, i.e. detachable lock (1 14); 

• a shot stabiliser, i.e. vertical rmsing channel (90); 

• a power-booster, i.e. telescopic barrel (138); 

• an information transfer device, i.e. wire (125 ter and quart). 

In view of the wording of claim 1, it appears difficult, if not impossible, to determine the 
subject matter for which protection is sought The present application therefore does not 
meet the reqmrements of PCT Article 6 for clarity to such an extent that only novelty 
could be searched. It was not possible to determine whether the application is inventive 
because the problem addressed and its solution could not be defined (list of technical 
features in the independent claim). Consequently, the search was limited to the features 
of the independent claim, alone and in combination. 

The applicant iis advised that claims or parts of claims relating to mventions in respect of 
which no mtemational search report has been established carmot normally be the subject 
of an international preliminaiy examination (PCT Rule 66.1(e)). In its capacity as 
International Preliminary Examming Autiiority the EPO generally will not cany out a 
preliminary examination for subjects that have not been searched. This also applies to 
cases where the claims were amended after receipt of the international search report 
(PCT Article 19) or where the applicant submits new claims in the cwrse of the 
procedure under PCT Chapter XL 
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